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Beyond the walls
By Rod Long

The Adventist Churches in the Hills District came 
together on June 13 to share, discover, worship and dream 
of how things could be, if we went ‘beyond the walls’ and 
worked together more in our community.

There was a great turnout of members with more than 
500 people attended from Castle Hill, Galston, Kellyville 
and Mile End Churches; and families from Hills Adventist 
College.

The fi rst Hills Regional Day brought teams together 
from the various entities to organise the morning worship 
service, and afternoon ‘showcase’.

Pr Peter Roennfeldt was the keynote speaker and he 
had a great message of taking church out of our buildings 
and into the community.  Church is essentially the people, 
not the building.  If you missed the program I would highly 
recommend you listening to his message on our website 
under PODCASTS.

The morning program reviewed where we had come 
from, where we are, and where we could be.  A DVD 
presentation of the history of Adventism in the Hills was 
very informative, and took us back to 1892 (when the fi rst 
church in the HIlls District was established) through to 
present day.  If you are interested in a copy of the DVD, 
please see me or email info@kellyville.org.au.

After a combined luncheon provided by the churches, 
the afternoon program was a ‘showcase’ of each church 
and the school - highlighting their ministries and what they 
bring to the region.  It was very interesting to hear about 
the success of ministry in our local churches ... but how 
much better could it be if we combined efforts in ministries 
and service?  

We look forward to the opportunity of again worshipping 
with our Adventist neighbours in the Hills to further cement 
relationships, expand our vision and worship together.

While all of this was happening, the children had been 
having a wonderful time together in their own groups.

Lolita Jack reports:

We were blessed to have 86 kids join us for the morning 
program.  Some of these kids participated in the main 
program in the auditorium but joined us for part of the 
morning.

It was a colourful display of kids in dress-ups praising 
Jesus, along with our clowns and helpers for the day.  A 
huge “Thank You” to our Teen Band for their enthusiasm 
in providing live music.  Thank you, to Krista Pordage and 
Ryan Harrington who led us in prayer. Thank you, to our 
puppeteers who taught the kids to love their neighbours.

With the theme of “Beyond the Walls”, the children were 
encouraged to make new friends by way of ice-breakers.  
It was great to see them fi nding other children to match 
what was on their “Find a person ...” card, especially fi nding 
someone with dimples on their cheeks  - there were many 
smiles!

The children rotated through four activities which 
helped them understand the principles Jesus has given 
us in Matthew 25:35-38.  They learnt how they can help 
the sick – through some fi rst aid lessons; help feed the 
hungry – they packed little food bags that the Youth Team 
will hand out as part of the Drug Arm program; help clothe 
those who need warmth - they participated in a clothing 
relay; and help provide shelter – they built villages under 
the instruction of members of the Project 3.18 Cambodia 
Team.  The them was then wrapped up in a talk, by Mark 
Hinze who spoke to the kids about not just talking the talk, 
but that we have to walk the walk.

The program concluded with each of the children given 
a balloon, then of course, a lolly scramble! The day was dry 
but cold – the kids didn’t seem to mind being outdoors.  
One little girl thought it was summer and participated all 
morning in a sleeveless dress!

This program would not have happened if not for all the 
wonderful people who helped prior to, and on the day.  I 
thank Jesus for you all and thank you for your dedicated 
support.




